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''servitude/' Germany was called to play a leading part, for of
all powers she had the most to gain by the establishment of an
international system within which her national aims would be
made capable of realization just because it had ceased to be of
vital national importance that they should be realized. To him
the League was to his hand as an instrument; when he declared
that the League was the keystone of German foreign policy
he meant precisely what he said. His fundamental difficulty was
that his policy was a long-term policy that could not yet be
formulated as a definite policy, or be pursued frankly on a straight
clear path. He knew well that although the goal of his and the
Nationalist policy was one and the same, his reasons for it, his
hopes of it, his choice of route to its goal, and his ultimate con-
ception of its results, were so different from theirs that it would
be difficult to convince them of that identity. It would be no
recommendation to intransigent nationalism that the route
he had chosen was that which was appealing to the best minds
in Europe, and that by choosing it Germany would be assuming
the intellectual leadership of political Europe. It was not the
best minds of Europe who were its influential minds, and he
was well aware that he was caught in the trammels of the
necessity to have to give continuous proof of the success of his
policy by securing revision as revision was understood by the
average German.
Evidence of revision must therefore be obtained pari passu
with any progress towards the great goal of European reconstruc-
tion. Concrete proof must be afforded the German of "national"
success, and yet any such success depended on the fact that he
had convinced the average Frenchman that it was innocuous.
He saw only one way of escape from this initial impasse from which
egress threatened to be impossible, and that was through a
frank policy of Franco-German co-operation within the limits
permitted to frankness within the League—that very co-opera-
tion whose possibility had rather alarmed a few far-sighted
students as early as 1925; for under the aegis of League prestige
—and League prestige at the moment stood high—the policy
of the weak hand could be fruitful because within the League,

